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the sworn enemy. Can you imagine some-
body in 1948, after this terrible war, with all
the hatred and bloodshed, standing up in
front of the country and saying, “T predict
an American President someday will be tak-
ing a leader of the sworn enemy to the sing-
er’s house.” [Laughter] They would have run
him out of town. [Laughter]

But it happened; it happened because
Japan adopted a Japanese-style democracy.
And the lesson of history is that liberty has
got the capacity to change enemies into allies.
Liberty has got the capacity to lay the foun-
dation of peace. Someday, an American
President will be sitting down with duly
elected leaders in the Middle East talking
about the peace, and a generation of Ameri-
cans will be better off.

These are trying times for our country.
We've got a lot of stuff going for us, though,
you know. We've got a fantastic military. And
I will assure you this, that our military will
have whatever it takes to do their job and
defend this country.

But we also have a lot of people who un-
derstand that liberty is not just an American
concept. Liberty is universal. I personally be-
lieve there is an Almighty, and I believe that
that Almighty’s gift to each man and woman
on the whole face of the Earth is the desire
to be free. And I know that when people
are able to realize that ambition, no matter
what their religion, no matter where they
live, the world will become a more peaceful
place.

It’s an honor to be the President of a coun-
try that has got such good values—deter-
mined country, a country that knows that his-
tory can repeat itself with perseverance and
strength of character. No, these are chal-
lenging times, but out of these times will
come a more secure America and a more
peaceful world.

Thanks for helping Charlie. May God bless
you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the
Ritz-Carlton Orlando. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Mayor Richard T.
Crotty of Orange County, FL, and his son, Tyler;
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag; Usama
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea.
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Message on the Observance of Rosh
Hashanah, 5767

September 21, 2006

I send greetings to those around the world
celebrating Rosh Hashanah.

During these holy days, Jewish people
begin the new year by answering the call of
the Shofar and gathering in synagogues. It
is a time to reflect on the past, celebrate the
beginning of life, and welcome the promise
of the future with a spirit of renewal and
hope.

On this sacred holiday, I appreciate the
Jewish people for your efforts to ensure that
your values and traditions are passed on to
future generations. As you begin the Days
of Awe, your faith in the Almighty reminds
us of the gift of religious freedom in our
country and helps make the world a more
hopeful place.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
peaceful Rosh Hashanah.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8055—National
Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve Week, 2006

September 21, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In times of war or crisis, the citizen-sol-
diers of our National Guard and Reserve are
ready and willing to answer the call of duty.
During National Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve Week, we express our
deep gratitude to these brave men and
women and to the employers who support
them and enable them to serve.

Members of the National Guard and Re-
serve put on the uniform of the United States
when our country needs them most. In the
war on terror, thousands of these civilians
from all walks of life have been called away
from their jobs and families and mobilized
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for duty around the world. They are per-
forming many different missions, but all are
working to deliver the blessings of freedom
to people who have not known liberty.

Here at home, the National Guard is work-
ing to protect our borders, and National
Guard personnel and Reservists help rebuild
communities and bring comfort, security,
and healing to individuals in the aftermath
of hurricanes and other natural disasters. The
dedicated service of our National Guard and
Reserve personnel is vital to the security of
our Nation, and these patriots are an inspira-
tion and source of pride to all Americans.

We also appreciate the commitment of the
civilian employers of these courageous men
and women. By providing time off, pay,
health care benefits, and job security, these
employers help members of the National
Guard and Reserve and their families serve
our country and prepare for their return to
civilian life. In offices, schools, factories, and
small businesses across America, employers
operate without some of their most talented
people, and America appreciates their sup-
port and the support they provide to their
employees in our National Guard and Re-
serve.

National Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve Week is an important oppor-
tunity to express our country’s debt of grati-
tude to the men and women of the National
Guard and Reserve and to all the employers
who stand behind these dedicated individ-
uals.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 24
through September 30, 2006, as National
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
Week. I encourage all Americans to join me
in expressing our thanks to members of our
National Guard and Reserve and their civil-
ian employers for their patriotic sacrifice on
behalf of our Nation. I also call upon State
and local officials, private organizations, busi-
nesses, and all military commanders to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of September,
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in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 25, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 26.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To
Commit, or Support Terrorism

September 21, 2006

On September 23, 2001, by Executive
Order 13224, 1 declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, in Pennsyl-
vania, and against the Pentagon of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks against
United States nationals or the United States.
Because the actions of these persons who
commit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the United States, the
national emergency declared on September
23, 2001, and the measures adopted on that
date to deal with that emergency, must con-
tinue in effect beyond September 23, 2006.
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency with respect to persons
who commit, threaten to commit, or support
terrorism.



